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SUBJECT: LOPEZ PORTILLO CONFIRMED AS PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
REF: MEXICO 8316 

1. PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA HAS SENT PERSONAL NOTE TO AMBASSADOR 
JOVA ADVISING THAT TREASURY SECRETARY JOSE LOPEZ PORTILO 
WILL BE CHOICE OF RULING PARTY (PRI) FOR 1976-1982 TERM. 

NOTE ENCLOSES BIOGRAPHY OF LOPEZ AND EXPRESSES FULL 
CONFIDENCE OF ECHEVERRIA IN LOPEZ AS MAN WITH SOLID INTER- 
NATIONAL REPUTATION AND EXPERIENCE, WELL SCHOOLED IN BUSINESS 
AND FINANCE. JOVA 
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